Raimund Bleischwitz * Abstract: Resources of strategic importance are supposed to take centre stage in future conflicts. On this background, the author argues for the implementation of a preventive resource security policy in form of a multilevel approach that systematically in cludes nongovernmental stakeholders. The main contribution of this article is the identification of some policy approaches and international initiatives relevant for a preventive resource security policy. In conclusion, the crucial importance of a global govern ance system is emphasized which includes an international agreement on sustainable resource management.
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In economics, and in international relations generally, possession of natural assets would normally be considered an advantage compared to the lack of them. This ought to be especially true in the case of native sources of energy (oil, gas, coal, nuclear or renewable), given their importance both for national strength -including the operation of armed forces -and as a trading commodity.
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